Google Earth Is Out of This World M Google & #iEk

Imagine your computer just grew wings, and could now take you wherever you want to go. No, it’s not a

plot for a new movie. It’s Google Earth, and it’s amazing.
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The space around the Earth is full of satellites. Many of them have high-resolution cameras that have taken
pictures of the planet’s surface. Google taps into this huge reservoir of photos and streams it to your
computer. When you start up the program, you’ll see the planet surrounded by control options and
information readout. Type in an address or landmark, or simply click on an area, and you can immediately
zoom to that location. The process is extremely quick and seamless as you zoom in and out, or travel
between locations. There are even controls to tilt the picture, giving a slight 3-D effect. Google Earth can
also superimpose driving directions on the picture. Any information about restaurants, hotels, museums

and parks can be displayed, based on your settings.
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The picture are not real-time, and you won’t see any movement within the picture itself. Some of the
pictures may even be several years old. But for most cities and landmarks, the results are amazing, as is the
level of detail. Navigating with Google Earth is so much like flying that it may be the first program that

requires seat belt when in use!
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—by Howard Weston

Vocabulary
zoom [zum]v. (RS KL (B
setting [  setin] n. &

navigate [ * naeve get] v. S

More Information
plot [plat] n. (/Nist, XREISER) 15757



resolution [ reze ~ lufen] n. 73 ¥

tap into #Z \; FIH]

stream [strim] v. Vi; i3l

option [~ apfen] n. ##*

readout [ * rid aut] n. % EHEHT

landmark [ * leend mark] n. CEfi % KD Hobr, Fibs
seamless [ simlis] adj. T4%1; %0

tilt [toit] v. {ER

slight [slart] adj. M)

superimpose [ suparim * poz] v. ... BB 7E b E ik
base on 3t T

real-time adj. SEiF(1); RIS ALEEE)

level [ " lev!] n. &2

program [~ progreem] n. Lit&HLY #2/7; FP it
in use 7 {# A



